
ROLL CALL 
Board Members Aye Nay Excu. 

Olson    
Route    
Warndahl    
Nelson (Chairperson)    
LaBlanc    
Ruck    
Prichard    
Kelly    
O’Connell    
Middleton    
Luke (2nd Vice Chair)    
Duncanson    
Arcand    
Bonneprise (Vice Chair)    
Demulling    
    
BOARD ACTION 
Vote Required:   

 
 
Motion to Approve Adopted   
 

1st Ruck  Defeated   

2nd Kelly   

Yes:   No:   Excu:   
  

 Reviewed by: 

 , Corp. Counsel 
 Reviewed by: 

 , Administrator 
 Reviewed by: 

______________________ , Finance 
 
FISCAL & LEGAL IMPACT:  

 

 Certification: 

I, Lisa Ross, Clerk of Polk County, hereby certify 
that the above is a true and correct copy of a 
resolution that was adopted on the  18th   day of  
January 18th , 2022 by the Polk County Board 
of Supervisors. 
 

 
Lisa Ross 
County Clerk, Polk County  

 Committee ___________________ 
 Recommended 
 Not Recommended 
 Neutral 

Resolution No. 05-22 

Resolution in Support of Polk County's Agreement to Pay Cost Share for 
the 2022-2024 Municipal Dam Grant Program- Clam Falls Dam 

TO THE POLK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 1 
 2 
WHEREAS, as the owner of the Clam Falls Dam, Polk County is responsible 3 

for the safe operation and maintenance of the dam; and 4 
 5 
WHEREAS, the Clam Falls Dam is a large, significant hazard dam based on a 6 

Dam Failure Analysis approved by the WIDNR in 2016; and 7 
 8 
WHEREAS, the dam was last inspected by Ayres and Associates, in 2019.  9 

Updates to the Emergency Action Plan and Inspection, Operation and Maintenance 10 
Plan were initiated but will need to be completed and approved by the WIDNR; 11 
and  12 

 13 
WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WIDNR) 14 

evaluated the dam during a site visit in March 2020.  State Dam Safety staff 15 
verified and observed a number of the ongoing deficiencies noted in the 2019 16 
inspection and subsequent 2020 WIDNR letter to Mr. Dahlberg; and  17 

 18 
WHEREAS, the WIDNR administers a grant to assist with costs associated 19 

with repair or removal of dams.  The Municipal Dam Grant runs on a two-year 20 
cycle and if awarded will cost share 50 percent (50%) of the project costs; and 21 

 22 
WHEREAS, the grant application deadline is March, 4th 2022.  If the grant is 23 

not applied for in 2022, the County will forfeit cost sharing opportunities provide 24 
by the grant; and 25 

 26 
WHEREAS, As the owner of the Dam, Polk County requests financial 27 

assistance under s. 31.385 and s. 227.11, Wis. Stats., and ch. NR 335, Wis. Adm. 28 
Code, for the purpose of dam repair; and 29 

 30 
WHEREAS, through the Municipal Dam Grant program, the state share for 31 

such a project may not exceed 50 percent (50%) of the first $1,000,000.00 of total 32 
eligible project costs nor 25 percent (25%) of the next $2,000,000.00 of total 33 
eligible project costs; and 34 
 35 

WHEREAS, additional to the cost share opportunity available through the 36 
Municipal Dam Grant, the State Legislature has earmarked $2,000,000.00 for the 37 
repair of the Clam Falls Dam, these earmarked funds will be exhausted prior to the 38 
Municipal Grant funds and the County will be required to submit a separate grant 39 
application for each program; and  40 

 41 
WHEREAS, the County will be required to incur all project costs upfront but 42 

is eligible for reimbursement opportunities at 50% and 100% of project 43 
completeness; and 44 
 45 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Polk County hereby 46 
authorizes the Public Works Department to submit an application to the DNR for 47 
financial aid, sign grant agreement documents, take all necessary action to 48 
complete the project associated with any grant agreement, and submit 49 
reimbursement claims along with necessary documentation; and 50 

 51 
 52 



 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, Polk County agrees to pay share of 53 
the eligible costs which is equal to the total project cost minus the state share. 54 
 
 

SUBMITTED BY:  
 

 
Executive Summary 

 
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WIDNR) evaluated the 2020 inspection 
and the dam failure analysis prepared by Ayres and Associates in 2016.  The WIDNR sent 
the former owner, Dave Dahlberg of Northwestern Wisconsin Electric Company a letter 
outlining required repairs.  Polk County assumed ownership of the Clam Falls dam in 
January 2022, and is now responsible for safe operation, maintenance, and repairs.   This 
Resolution demonstrates agreement to pay the County cost share of 50 percent (50%) of the 
total project costs for the Clam Falls Dam repair. Applications for this grant are only 
accepted every two years.  The Municipal Dam grant would be used to fund engineering 
and construction costs incurred in the repair of the dam. Failure to fix the deficient items 
may result in a mandatory draw down, similar to what happened to the Kennedy Dam.  The 
Resolution would increase the likelihood that Polk County would be awarded the grant as it 
is part of the application materials. 


